The radial approach: is this the route to take?
The benefits of the transradial approach have clearly been demonstrated over the years in various studies. The reduced incidence of access site complications and early mobilization are some of the benefits making this technique popular with interventional cardiologists worldwide. With increasing experience and availability of dedicated equipment this technique is now been increasingly used for complex catheter interventions. However, there still remain some potential problems and complications with the transradial approach and it needs further research. The main purpose of this review is to highlight the benefits, complications, and potential problems with the transradial approach.